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Whenever treatment is attempted, it is best in the late fall or early winter months. This will be at a time when the animals will have acquired all the infection possible for that season.
All pastures known to be infected should be fenced off, drained, and treated with a heavy application of lime or salt to destroy the snails and young flukes.
If it is impossible to keep the flock off such dangerous pastures, it is suggested that each sheep be given two drams of salt daily mixed with its feed. If this cannot be done, the drinking water may be treated to contain % of 1 per cent of salt. This will tend to kill the young flukes as they are swallowed each day.
If possible, only high and dry pastures should be used, because snails do not thrive on dry soil. Early recognition of the disease and prompt preventive measures will keep the flock comparatively free.
Gid or tumsick
Gid is a disease affecting the brain and spinal cord of sheep. The disturbance is caused by the presence of the larvae of the dog tape-worm in the brain and spinal cord of sheep. The full-grown dog tape-worm does not bother sheep.
Gid is a common disease in Europe and many other countries. In the United States it is found chiefly in Montana, but occasional outbreaks have been reported in other states. It is not a common parasite of sheep but may become more so. In order to understand the nature of this disease it will be necessary to study the life history of the dog tapeworm.
Life history of the dog tape-worm
The adult tape-worm of the dog lives in its intestines. The tape-worm eggs pass out in the manure or feces, fall to the ground, and under favorable weather conditions develop partially inside their shell. The sheep swallows the